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BOOK II.
WHEN the natives of this island (Espaftola) began to be
extirpated, the Spaniards provided themselves with blacks
(Mori) from Guinea, which was a conquest of the king of
Portugal's, and they have brought great numbers thence.
When there were mines, they made them work at the gold
and silver j but since those came to an end they have in-
creased the sugar-works, and in these and in tending the
flocks they are chiefly occupied, besides serving their masters
in all else. And there being among the Spaniards some
who are not only cruel, but very cruel, when a man occa-
sionally wished to punish a slave, either for some crime that
he had committed, or for not having done a good day's work,
or for spite that he had towards him, or for not having ex-
tracted the usual quantity of silver or gold from the mine,
when he came home at night, instead of giving him supper,
he made him undress, if he happened to have a shirt on,
and being thrown down on the ground, he had his hands
and feet tied to a piece of wood laid across, so permitted
under the rule called by the Spaniards the Law of